
SEARCHING GRADUATE SCHOOLS
T H I N G S  T O  C O N S I D E R  A S  Y O U  B E G I N  T H E  G R A D U A T E  S C H O O L  S E A R C H  P R O C E S S

Graduate school, whether for your masters or PHD, can be a big life decision. There are many things you need to
consider and ask yourself as you begin the search process. It is never too early to start looking into graduate
school. In fact, the sooner you start the search process, the more prepared and confident you will be. Use the
following information as your guide. 

IS GRADUATE SCHOOL RIGHT FOR YOU?

Why do you want to go to graduate school? It is important to understand your reasons for going to
graduate school. This question will be asked of you as your research schools, ask for letters of
recommendations, write personal statements, and begin creating relationships with graduate school faculty. 
Evaluate your strengths and career objectives. Think about the following questions; what do you enjoy
doing/studying and why? Is there are subject, topic, idea or issue you are passionate about? Consider the
mission and values of the program and ask yourself if they align with your own. Are you disciplined enough
and committed to work hard for 2-6 years? Do you have the academic and personal qualities it takes to
succeed? Will attending graduate school help you achieve your long term career goals?

ITEMS TO CONSIDER WHEN RESEARCHING PROGRAMS:

Why type of program is it? Course-based or thesis based?
Location
Admission requirements (GPA, GRE, pre-requisite courses, etc.)
Professors and supervisors you will work with
Cost of program and qualification for financial aid (as well as cost for living and books)
Timeline - length of program and flexibility of credits you can take each semester; full time or part time. 
Do you want to go into graduate school right after college or wait to gain more professional experience.
Online, in-person, hybrid 
Research opportunities
Alumni outcomes
Accreditation 

GO THE EXTRA MILE WHEN SEARCHING 

Look at Bethel alumni on LinkedIn who have attended or are currently going to the schools you are looking at.
Talk with professors to see if they have any knowledge about the program or have connections there.

MASTERS OR PHD?

Mater's degree usually takes 2 years for full-time students. Doctoral degrees usually take 5-6 years for full-
time students. 
Depends on your area of study and your career goals. Some career paths require one over the other. Do
your research! Talk with professors or current professionals in the field you are interested in to ask them
questions about what education is typically needed. Consider how much time you are willing to spend in
school, what level of occupational achievement you want to attain, and if conducting research is something
that interests you.



APPLYING TO GRADUATE SCHOOL
T H I N G S  T O  C O N S I D E R  A S  Y O U  B E G I N  A P P L Y I N G  T O  G R A D U A T E  S C H O O L

ENTRANCE EXAMS:

GRE: Graduate Record Examination
GMAT: Graduate Management Admission Test
LSAT: Law School Admission Test
MCAT: Medical College Admission Test
MAT: Miller Analogies Test

Cost per exam range from $150- $250
For locations, registration and additional information, search on the specific assessment website.

THINGS TO PREPARE:

2-3 letters of recommendation. 
Study for your entrance exam. 
Write your personal statement.
Update your LinkedIn profile.
Update your resume.
Order your transcripts through the registrars office.
Write your essay and have it proof read (if the application requires one).
If accepted, you might get asked to interview with the admissions team. Practice answering potential
interview questions as well as prepare a few questions to ask the interviewers. 

Give yourself plenty of time to gather application materials, study and write. This is why starting your graduate
school search early is so important. You should give yourself at minimum 6 months to work through the entire
process. Beware of the application deadline! All schools have different application deadlines. Have your
application materials reviewed by others for errors and suggestions.



PERSONAL STATEMENT
T H I N G S  T O  C O N S I D E R  A S  Y O U  B E G I N  T H E  G R A D U A T E  S C H O O L  S E A R C H  P R O C E S S

WHAT IS A PERSONAL STATEMENT?

A short essay highlighting your interest in the program you are applying for. 
Discuss your goals, hopes, and how you can contribute to the program.
Answers any prompts given in the application.

THE BASICS:

The length of a personal statement will depend on the requirements written in the application. This is
given in a word count or page range. 
The format is essay form. 
Use font size between 10-12. 

WHERE TO GET STARTED:

Read through the "about" section on the school's website and read the description of the program.
Get to know what the department is looking for in students and reflect those qualities in your personal
statement. Illustrate how you fit into the program’s goals and mission of the school. 
Use specific examples of your education or experience to add personality and depth.
Read literature and research material written by professors in the program to which you are applying.  You
can write out who you are looking forward to working with and why in your essay. 
If you are writing essays for multiple school's, be sure to personalize each essay to the program. 
Check spelling and punctuation to ensure an error free statement. Have your letter(s) proofread by
professors, faculty, mentors, professionals in the field, academic advisors, and the Career Development
and Calling office.

THINGS TO HIGHLIGHT IN YOUR STATEMENT: 

Research experience
Academic background
Career goals
Articulated interest in chosen field
How you can contribute to the programs mission and values 



LETTERS OF RECOMMENDATION
O N E  O F  T H E  M O S T  I M P O R T A N T  P A R T S  O F  T H E  A P P L I C A T I O N

HOW TO ASK FOR A LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION:

Give the people you selected plenty of time to write a good letter. If possible, around 2-3 months is
acceptable. Ensure you give them a date you will need the letter by.
Ask in person or through email and give as much information on the program as possible.  Include a link to
the program website.
If there are any writing prompts the application requires, be sure to include that information as well.
 If no prompts are given, things this letter should highlight: Leadership skills, thoughtful class contributions,
interpersonal skills, independent study skills, critical thinking, and analytical skills.
Be sure to write your reference a thank you once they have completed this.

WHAT IS A LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION?

A substantive letter from someone in your life that writes about your ability to match the programs
requirements, and speaks to how you will be an asset to their program. 

WHO TO ASK FOR A LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION:

The typical application will require 2-3 letters of recommendation. 
Some schools may require you submit letters from specific individuals (professors, supervisors, etc.)
If no guidelines are given, try to have two educational references and one work reference. 
Enlist individuals who know you well and who you are confident will write a good recommendation.


